. Representative size (A) and Zeta-potential (B) distributions of bare liposomes. (C) TEM images of liposomes before interaction with plasma proteins. Liposomes were made of hydrogenated soy phosphatidylcholine (HSPC), 1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycero-3-[phospho-rac-(1-glycerol)] (DSPG), and Cholesterol (Chol). Lipid composition and molar ratios of the lipid species were chosen to match the exact liposome composition of the clinically-used liposomal AmBisome ® . Mean diameter of aggregates is reported in Table S1 and is in very good agreement with particle size as determined by dynamic light scattering measurements. At relative high magnification, aggregates show appearance of dark thick rims indicated by white arrows. Since sample preparation was free of staining agents, these edges are likely due to proteins adsorbed at the lipid surface. Dark rims are also made of filaments with branched shape.
